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As you are probably already aware, when getting a tattoo the skin is pierced as little as 50 to as much as 3,000
times every minute by a needle in the tattoo machine. Just because this can be discomforting to some clients,
that certainly doesn’t mean that other areas of your workplace should be affected – keeping the rest of the
customer experience positive is vital to return business.
For new tattooists, traipsing through website after website attempting to find out what makes your business
compliant, safe and reassuring for customers can sometimes offer conflicting ideologies; however, Direct365
is here to help.
With over 650 existing customers in the tattoo industry, our product knowledge and customer relationships
allow us to be experts in our field in order to allow you to be experts in yours. For tattooing entrepreneurs who
are planning to open a new studio, these 10 simple areas are a great place to start:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

REGISTER FOR BUSINESS
STUDIO SPACE
BUSINESS ESSENTIALS
TATTOO EQUIPMENT
FIRST AID

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

CLEANING ESSENTIALS
FACILITIES
SHARPS
WASTE
FIRE SAFETY

To access our exclusive tattooist hub, visit
www.direct365.co.uk/tattooists

1. REGISTER FOR BUSINESS
Registering your business is vital to staying on the right side of the law. For
tattoo studios, you will usually need to apply for a ‘tattoo, piercing and
electrolysis licence’ from your local council; however, you can register
here. Online applications are currently only available to businesses in England
and Wales. For companies operating in Scotland, you can contact your nearest
council office from here.
Following the successful acquisition of your licence, you will then need to register your business prior to following
through with anything else. If you have estimated to earn very little in your first year and have no employees, you
may be able to save yourself money by registering as a sole trader. Those who already have a high demand from
customers can register a limited company here.

2. STUDIO SPACE
Finding the right space for your business believe it or not will contribute to the way your brand is perceived by
consumers. Choose a terrible location, people will associate this with the quality of your work; however, choosing
an appropriate location for your target audience will certainly create the right image you want your brand to
portray.
There are probably thousands of places that you could start looking for commercial properties; however, the
internet makes this a lot faster and easier – starting with some well-known online property markets is probably not
the worst place to begin your search.
After securing a studio space, it is essential that you purchase some form of security system such as alarms
or CCTV, especially if you intend on having expensive equipment stored there at times when the premises is
unoccupied. Ensuring you have a decent contents insurance policy in place is also an essential when it comes
to setting up shop. Be sure to make your insurance company aware as and when you add any expensive assets
to your business such as new tattoo machines or computers.
For the summer months, you may also want to consider installing a good air-conditioning unit.

3. BUSINESS ESSENTIALS
If you’ve gotten this far, then you are definitely serious about this business – next you are going to need a phone
line, website, social media, and enough stationery to carry out your work.
Undoubtedly, you will need stationery in order to create sketches and artwork for your clients. With branded
pencils and sketchbooks from as little as 50p, that’s the stationery covered.
Social media is easy when you know what to do with it – follow our tips here on improving your social media
presence. However, there’s not much benefits of having social media if you don’t have a website. Our advice
would be to get a website made. If you are working with a tight budget, try starting with a free website using
online web builders such as Weebly or Wix – you will need to create it yourself; however, it is surprisingly easy,
even for those who are not very tech-savvy.
Installing a telephone line is something you should probably do as soon as you secure a studio space.
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4. TATTOO EQUIPMENT
Trying to figure out what tattoo equipment is right for you can sometimes be a stressful task; however, you
needn’t have to worry about tattoo machines, needles, and chairs.
Tattoo machines usually come in 3 different classifications – rotary, coil and pneumatic:
Rotary machines are powered by an electric motor which usually means they can be less harsh on the
skin. These types of tattoo guns also tend to be a lot lighter than most other machine types.
Although coil machines cost less than rotary machines, they tend to be quite heavy and difficult to hold
for long periods of time. They do however, offer increased power.
Pneumatic machines are powered by an air compressor and are often the easiest type of tattoo gun to
maintain; however, they can often be quite expensive.
All needles serve the purpose of either lining or shading an area of a tattoo and come in 3 types – round, flat
and magnum. These come in variants of number of needles and purpose i.e. a 5RL needle means that there
are 5 individual needles on a round liner, and a 7FS needle means that there are 7 individual needles on a flat
shader.
Round tattoo needles are configured around a central shaft
Flat tattoo needles are configured in a straight line on a needle bar
Magnum needles are usually used for shading as they have a longer set of individual needles that can
make shading a lot easier and quicker than round shaders. Magnum needles come in either weaved or
stacked groupings. Stacked are a lot closer than weaved.

ROUND NEEDLES

FLAT NEEDLES

STACKED MAGNUM

Whichever machine(s) and needles you choose for your
studio, you’ll need lots and lots of disposable, but durable,
gloves. We recommend wearing nitrile gloves whilst
prepping and cleaning as they are a lot more durable than
regular latex gloves. We also suggest you wash your hands
with antibacterial soap and replace your gloves after
prepping/cleaning and prior to starting any work on your
customers. Taking breaks is something everyone does
at work – be sure to wash your hands and change your
gloves before recommencing work again.
For tattoo chairs, we recommend something comfortable
and adjustable. Get yourself along to The Great British
Tattoo Show for more advice on tattoo equipment.
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WEAVED MAGNUM

5. FIRST AID
First aid is a vital part of any business. Showing that you are prepared and actually being prepared are two
different things. Legislation states that having an appropriately stocked first aid box is essential at all times
and you must have a trained first-aider in-house. In addition, all staff must be aware of the first aid arrangements.
You may also want to consider purchasing a defibrillator which could ultimately save a life.

6. CLEANING ESSENTIALS
For a tattoo business, cleaning materials are essential to keeping
a clean and hygienic premises. The following products are a vital
contribution to the success of your business:
Anti-bacterial wipes
Couch rolls
Nitrile gloves
Spill kit
You may also want to consider getting some janitorial supplies
such as disinfectants, vacuums and mops in order to keep a tidy
workplace.

7. WASHROOM FACILITIES
It’s no secret that having a clean and well-maintained washroom goes a long way with customers – make sure
you have a good stock of toilet rolls, paper towels and hand soap. Also, consider installing a decent hand dryer,
an automated air freshener and ensure you have a sanitary bin for female patrons.

8. SHARPS
Sharps are a common object in tattoo studios. With fresh needles
after every customer, waste can gather quite quickly. In order to
keep your studio free from contamination and clutter, ensure you
have a contract in place for the disposal of hazardous waste.

9. WASTE
After sharps are taken care of, you still have a duty of care to
dispose of general waste too. We highly recommend setting up
a contract for waste collection. You will also need waste sacks
and bins.
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10. FIRE SAFETY
Fire safety is something which is taken very seriously in business as it is every employer’s responsibility to
ensure the safety of their staff, customers and visitors. It is crucial that you have the necessary fire protection
apparatus made available along with relevant safety signage. If you are employing staff, you may want to
appoint a health and safety representative to ensure that fire safety is never overlooked – they will also be
responsible for planning and regularly testing your fire evacuation strategy.
The law states that any electrical equipment that has the potential to cause injury must be maintained in a safe
condition. We highly suggest PAT testing all electrical appliances each year.
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
FREE Quote In Under 1 Hour

Online Account Management

No Hidden Fees

Installation & Refills Included

Nationwide Coverage

Flexible Contracts

Prime Match Promise
At Direct365, we pride ourselves on offering our customers the best possible prices we can, and we aim to give
you a quote in under 1 hour. With our price match promise, what are you waiting for... give us a call today!
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